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CONFIDENTIAL KATHMANDU 1413 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, UNSC, MARR, NP, LE, IS, XF 

SUBJECT: SOUTHERN LEBANON: INITIAL UN APPROACHES TO UNIFIL DONOR 
CANDIDATES 

REF: USUN 0977 

1 . AT MEETING AFTERNOON MARCH 20 WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
BHATT ON OTHER MATTERS, HE CONFIRMED THAT NEPAL HAD 
RECEIVED INVITATION FROM UN TO CONTRIBUTE TROOP CONTINGENT 
TO UN INTERIM FORCE IN LEBANON (UNIFIL). BHATT SAID 
THAT HMG WAS DISPOSED TO RESPOND FAVORABLY AND PRIME 
MINISTER HAD SO RECOMMENDED TO KING WHO MUST 
MAKE FINAL DECISION BECAUSE OF TROOP MOVEMENTS WHICH THIS 
DECISION WOULD INVOLVE. BHATT SAID HE RECOGNIZED MATTER 
WAS URGENT AND HE HOPED HE COULD REPORT FAVORABLY TO UN 
WITHIN NEXT 24 HOURS. 
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2. 1 TOLD BHATT THAT I WAS WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS ON 
THIS MATTER, BUT THAT I WAS CONFIDENT THAT USG 
WOULD WELCOME NEPAL'S PARTICIPATION IN THIS 
VITALLY IMPORTANT PEACEKEEPING OPERATION. 

3. DEPARTMENT REPEAT AS NECESSARY. 
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